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| The heads of the chief Con- 


troverted Points, Preached 
By M* J0hn Goodwin, Paſtor of 


Co Iman-ſtreet L "no gg 


| | | Which hath bin the pretended gronnds 
' of the oppoſition that he hath had, by 
ſome other Miniſters, 


| Printed from a Coppie wratten wath his own 
}: band, fortheuſeof ſome who live nnder 
[. ' bis ome Charge, 


E | And now Publiſhed by a Friend of his, for the 


zencrall view of all men. 
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OS: 
EPISTLE 
THE READER. 


Good R EADER, 
Thought it not amiſſe to give & 


ſhort account, wherefore Ipreſent _ 
\ B70 the world thi extra. I have 
|; met with two ſorts of men that. have. . _ 
| bin contrary in opinions concerning 
theſe points Controverted : yet inthi 
( they both agree , to Calumniate the 
Anthor + *But they are upon tryall 
} continually found( as 4 conceive) ſuch 
"JO A 2 as 


| þ-* 
24 
F., 


The E PISTLE, 


as in true accomft neither know him, 
nor yet what hath bin affirmed or-de- 
1y:d inte points Controverted ; the 


on: ſort of Menland the moſt learned | 
of the two'in ſome kind of learning) © 


peremptorily aſfirne, that in ſome(or 


all) of theſe points there is at the leaſt | 


acer tins $44 * 


Y 


Errour; others ſay Herefie : nay that 


Which is yet wor ſe, no. leſſe then Blaſ- 
phemy : but tow they doe to make thu 
appear I vill not determine,but leave 
to thoſethat know how to judge. The 
other fort of men on the contrary, they 
ſay cn offirm with no leſſe confidence, 


ih:it in decd and in truth, there is no 


ſuch da ifference between 1" Good- 
win, ard ot her men inthe foints Con- 


troverted, but ſayghat he might have 


delivered his mind i in the language of { 
other 


- a a © 2 


—_ — —_—— 


©  totheReader.. 
; other Miniſters , and ſo have preven- 
| ted all diflerences ; They affirme that 
; he hath ſaid nothing but what hath 
| bin generally ſaid Ly all others before 
' bim for ſubſtance, onely he bath taken 
to bimſelfe ſome new way of expreſ- 
ſion, out of an affeFation (as they con- 
 ceive) of fingularity, or vaine glory. 
| Now that the firſt ſort of theſe may 
| appeare to haV2 layd their foundation 
| noother Where bu! in the Sands; and 
' the latter to havens foundation at all; 
| T have preſented theſe beads to the 
| view of ( onfidering men, which may 
| be .as ſo many rules to try and prov? 
' them by,or lights to judge and diſcerne . 
| which is in ihz right, Whether either 

! neither, which is the thing I ayme 
wt : God-willing in time the world 

| 


| 


A 3 may 
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The ErisTLle, vac, | 
thay injoy the ſurime of the ſeverall 
diſcourſes at large in their ſeverall 
Tra#s, and in the means time bythis | 
taſt 1 hope wiſe men will be ſd wiſe, as | 
not tobe found Judges of th: things 
they know not; which is the defire 


ates. Of thy well-wiſhing Friend. 
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HRr1sT rejetethno man 
chat cometh unto him by 
| f Faith , for want of prece- 
ding Lepgall Preparations , by way of 
terrour or humiliation for fin. Job. 6.37. 
Revel. 22.17, &c. Neither is there any 
.* abſolute neceſſiry of ſuch preparation, 
in reſpe& of God, in that work of his 
* whereby he infuſerh Faich, or enablech 
a man to comeunto Chriſt : but he who 
juſtifierh the nng-dl», is able ro come 
upona man inthe middeſt of the greareſt 
and d epeſt unpreparedneſle , and to 
bring him ro-(hrff immediately. Net- 
A 4 rher 


Yo 
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Curisr lifted up, 


ther hath he any where in Scripture,con- 
finedor limited the execution of this his 


| power, foas to-engage or bind himſelte, 


never to make Beleevers,bur of rhe lamp 
or maſſe prepared by the Law. Neither 


, 


| 


hath he impoſed any Commandement 
upon unbeleevers, to prepare,diſpoſe,or ' 


qualifte themſelvs for the gnifr or receiv- 
ing of Chriſt byFaith, by procuring their 
hearts to be (mitren or wounded by the 
Law. Neither doth any ſuch ſmiring or 
wounding by the Law,give any man any 
more right or title of beleeving in Chriſt, 
then others have, who have not bin (o 
imitcen, But the grace of the Goſpell is 
every wayesabſolurely,and intirely free 


and open, to whoſoever is willing to 


receive it, Rev.22.17. Joh.3, 16.yea and 
every manis bound to beleeve, in what 
eftare or condition ſoever rhe Goſpell 
finds him : andnotto reje& the Grace of 
God therein, orput off the worke of be 


Jeeving., upon any pretence or conceir of 


unworthineſle, through want of Legall 
numiliation. 
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CnRi ST lifted Up. 

humil;ation, Neitheris there any ham:l:- 
atzon for {in , truly acceptable unto God, 
orneceflarily accompanied with ſaluats- 
0z, but chat which is wrought in a man, 
upon, or aftec his be ceving; Heb, 11.6. 
Toh.15.5.which is the fitteſt time for ſuch 
humiliation,(Zach.12.10,)howſoeverthe 
Commandement of being humbled for 
ſin, lyeth upon unregenerate menalſoat 


all times,chough nor in relatioa to their 
future beleeving. | 


2. Faith in (Chriſt juſtifieth the Belee- 
ver, neither as it isan þabzt, neither as an 
a, neither as it is the worke of Man, nei- 
ther as it is the worke or guift of God; nor 
in regardofany intrinſecall vercue, na- 
tive property, quality or dignity what- 
ſoever, whether abſolute or relative,bur 
by verrue of that w:ll,good pleaſure,ordina- 
{:0z, Or Covenant of God with his Crea- 
ture , whereby he hath ſer)ed this grear 
Prerogative upon Fazth, rather then upon 
any other Grace,or at wharloever, Joh. 


6.40. 


&4. <<. 
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CnrisT hfted up, 
6.40. Job.1.12.7oh.3.16. Eph.2.8,&c, And 
is truly ſaid co juſtifie inſtrumentally in 


this ſence, as it is means choſen and ſan- 


tified by Ged,to bring men into commu- 

nion, part and fellowſhip of that Juſtifi- 
cation aad Redemption , which Chriſt 

hath purchaſed : But to ſay, that Faith 

juſtifieth , in relation to irs obje& Chrſ, 

or (which is the ſame) becauſe ir layeth 

hold on Chrzfs.is to aſcribe a meritorious 

efficiency te itin the work of juſtzfication, 

and to ſeat thejuſtifying nature or pow- 

er of ir,in a property which is moſt natu- 
rall,intrinſecall,and effentiall co it: yea 
and beſides,makes the Tove of Chr:/t,and 
every other Grace that hath relation to 
Chriſt as its objeQto be juſtifying as well 
as It, 


3. There is no Morall,Legall,or poſt- 
tive r:ghteonſneſſe , conſiſting either in 
habits, or a4s, (or both) conformable to 
che Morall Law,thar is formally imputed 
from Chrift, or derived upon a Beleever, 

in 
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Cunrisr lifted $ 

in his j«ſtsfication, But that r:ghteouſneſſe 
or juſtification, which Chriſt hath purcha- 
ſed by his ave and paſſtve obedrence to- 
gether,for thoſe that beleevein him, con< 
ſiſts wholly in forgrveneſſe of ſixnes, Rom. 4, 
v.5,6,7,8. AR.13- 38, 35, &c. which is 
therfore called an 2mputed righteonſneſſe, 
or a rzghteouſneſſe without works, Rom. 4. 
6,&c. becauſe ir is freely given,conferr'd, 
orcaſt upon a beleever, by God. And 
becauſe Fazth is anoynted or let apart by 
God to this ofic2 or ſervice of bringing 
in the Beleever into communion and 
fellowſhip of this 2mputed righteouſneſ[e 
or ' j#ſtificatzon purchaſed by Chrift , is 
cherfore it ſelte ſaid co be imputed for, 
orunto righteouſueſſe, Gen. 15, 6. Rom. 4. 
5, &c.that is, ro beall that God now te- 
quireth of any man, for, or towards his 
juſtification, or the forgiveneſſe of his ſins. 
 Neitheris the obſervation of the Morall 
Law,either by a mansſelfe, or by ſurecy, 
any part ofany mans juſt:fication: which 
is compleat and intire, in the nature od 

ab- 


Cnr1s7T vifted up, 


ſabſtance of it, without works, z. e, the 


merit of works, Romy. 6b. though the pur- 
chaſe and procurement of it, on Chriſts 
part,was by merit of works, 


4. That Feith which preciſely juſtifi- 
eth a ſinner in the ſight of God, is not the 
beleeving any thing more, or any thing 
beſides, what God bimſelfe hath plainly 
revealedin his Goſpell, Therfore truly 
and ſoundly to beleeve the Goſpell, as it 
cometh from Go4, or as it is delivered by 
the Holy Ghoſt in the Scripture, is that 
Faith which juſtzfieth. The ſumme or 
ſubſtance whereof, isuſuz1ly compriz'd 
in theſe or the like Propoſitions, That 
Jeſus Chrift s1hat Sonof God that whoſoever 
beleeves on him, ſhall be ſaved 8c. Which 


Enangelicall! Oracies, whoſoever rightly 
underftandeth, andin a cordiall, firme, 
and ſincere manner. and with his whole 
heart beleeveth, is juſtified before God, 
Joh. 20.31. eA4.8 37.1 Joh.5.1-5,@%c.and 
hath undoubted grounds to beleeve his 
| particular 


CunisT lifted up, 
particular or perſonall ſa/ratzon,in as full 
and ſatisfying a manner, as he beleeves 
the Goſpell itſelfe. Neither isir poflible 
that any man , who thus beleeves the 
Goſpell, and.wichall knows and conſi- 
ders what he-beleeveth therein, bur that 
he ſhould make particular application 
of Chriftrobimſelte,and beleevehis own 


ſalvation, becauſe all feares, doubts, and 


queſtions whatſoever may be conceiy'd: 

or mov'din the ſoule , touching his ſal 
vation , are fully anſwered and taken 
away by ſuch a Faith ; As he chatknows 
and conſiders whar a Rock is, asrouch- 


ing the ſtrength, firmneſſe, and ftabilicy. 


of it,unpoſlible ir is,that he ſhould refuſe 
ro ſtand upon ir for feare of ſinking, 
becauſeall grounds and reaſons of this 
feare, are fully taken away by ſuch a 
knowledge and conſideration. 
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